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Bridges as vital arteries in the early days of Islam
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Abstract

This research analyzes the vital role of bridges in early Islam, considering them more
than mere architectural structures for overcoming water obstacles. It approaches them as
strategic "arteries” established and maintained by the nascent state to ensure the
continuity of its political, military, and economic activities. The research seeks to
uncover the mechanisms by which the physical geographical dimension transformed
into an effective tool in shaping the political and social geography of the Islamic state
during its formative period, extending from the beginnings of the conquests beyond the
Arabian Peninsula until the end of the Umayyad era. The analysis is based on historical
and geographical texts, attempting to interpret passing references to bridges in diverse
contexts to paint a comprehensive picture of their function. Bridges were not a
secondary element in military planning, but rather an essential part of strategic thinking.
The Islamic military leadership recognized the importance of controlling crossing
points, and thus, control of bridges or their rapid construction became a decisive factor
in military successes. The research examines the interaction between political
administration and technical efficiency, and presents a vision that embodies the status of
bridges in early Islamic civilization as a practical tool that reflected the state's vision
and contributed to shape its material and social reality.

Keywords: The era of the Prophet and the Rightly Guided Caliphs, the Umayyad era,
military administration.
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