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Abstract

This research aims to examine the circumstances surrounding the emergence of
several Islamic cities in the Levant and Irag—specifically Damascus, Aleppo, and
Basra—and to elucidate the motivations behind their founding, their strategic
importance, and the roles they assumed over the centuries. It highlights the historical
and archaeological features of these cities and draws comparisons between them to
understand their construction methods. The study employs the historical method to
examine the cities' histories, alongside the comparative method to identify key
similarities and differences among them. A study of the history of these cities reveals
that there were several factors behind their founding—most notably military
considerations—as they played a crucial role during the era of the Islamic conquests,
serving as bases and supply hubs for the Islamic armies. They feature numerous
historical landmarks, including ancient mosques, churches, traditional markets,
bathhouses, and caravanserais. They also share a similar general administrative layout,
characterized by a central congregational mosque situated next to the governor's
residence (Dar al-Imara), surrounded by key central markets and specific streets
providing access to each section of the city.

Keywords: The Great Mosque, Islamic conquests, urban development, the
Governor's Palace (Dar al-Imara), old markets, the city of Damascus, the city of
Aleppo, the city of Basra.
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