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The Objective Correlative and Its Effect on The
Poetics of the Per-Islamic Muallagat

Dr. Bassam Ahmed Al-Majdal, Department of Arabic Language, specialization in pre-Islamic
literature, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Al-Hasakah branch

Abstract

This research explores the concept of the Objective Correlative and its artistic
. particularly in the Mu‘allagat<role in classical Arabic poetry

It highlights that poetic language differs from ordinary speech because it
conveys emotion through artistic and symbolic means. Drawing on T. S. Eliot’s
the study emphasizes that the only way to express emotion <definition

or events that evoke the « situations«artistically is by finding a set of objects
.same feeling in the reader

the paper shows how the poet <Through examples from Imru’ al-Qays

using images «transforms personal emotion into universal artistic experience
such as the “egg of seclusion” (Baydat al-Khadr) as an objective correlative
.that embodies his emotional state

the objective correlative serves as a «The study argues that in the Mu‘allagat
central structural and expressive device that unites the poem’s elements and
.reveals the poet’s inner vision

the paper concludes that poetry becomes true art only when <Ultimately
emotion is mediated through an objective correlative—transforming personal
.experience into an independent aesthetic entity distinct from reality itself

Keywords: objective correlative- objective equivalent- poetics
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