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Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of the infiltration of Kharijite movements
(Sufrites and Ibadis) into the Islamic Maghreb during the Abbasid era (132-296 AH / 749-
909 AD), highlighting their pivotal role in reshaping the geopolitical landscape of the
region. The study first traces the mechanisms of intellectual and doctrinal infiltration by
Kharijite missionaries, and how they utilized the Amazigh tribal structure to alter the
existing political reality. Secondly, it sheds light on the institutionalization of this
ideology by studying the Moroccan emirates that achieved actual independence from the
Abbasid Caliphate, foremost among them the Ibadi Rustamid Imamate in Tahert and the
Sufrite Midrarid Emirate in Sijilmasa. The third part of the research analyzes the strategic
stance of the Abbasid authority in Baghdad, which viewed this expansion as an existential
threat to its religious, political, and economic legitimacy. Finally, the study deconstructs
the practical measures (military, political, and diplomatic) adopted by the Abbasid
Caliphate and its governors in Ifrigiya to contain and eradicate both the Sufrite and Ibadi
factions. Utilizing a historical-analytical approach based on the critique of primary
sources, the study concludes that the Kharijite movements were not merely a transient
religious rebellion, but rather represented an ideological and political framework that
enabled the people of the Maghreb to construct their independent 296 AH.

Keywords: Kharijites, Abbasid Caliphate, Rustamid State, Banu Midrar, entities until the
fall of these emirates in Independent Emirates, Islamic Maghreb.
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