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Sufi wine according to Al-Shushtari (d. 668 AH)

*A. lyass Ghaleb Al-Rashed

**Prof. Dr. Munira Faour

Abstract

This study examines the wine poetry of al-Shushtari, as the poet relied on it as a gateway to
a profound realm whose essence is only grasped by those on the Sufi path. The study
attempts to elucidate the role of the wine poem in conveying belief and intellectual vision
through poetic art, and to observe the extent to which Sufis depended on it as a crucial
foundation for achieving ecstasy. It also seeks to clarify the symbols behind this linguistic
image of wine, and what Sufi details the poet incorporated into this experience to aid him in
reaching his mystical ecstasy. On the same level, the study explores the following question:
What artistic contribution did the poet make to the Sufi language, which has always
suffered from a linguistic or, more accurately, terminological crisis? What was the extent of
wine's presence in his collected works? Was it an advanced artistic device, or was it
marginal?

Keywords:

Andalusian poetry, aesthetics of place, artistic craftsmanship, Sufi symbols, Sufi language

*PhD student in the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Damascus University
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