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Abstract

This study stems from an awareness of the importance of novelistic language as a structural
component in shaping the narrative text and as one of the key factors that have contributed
to the evolution of the novelistic discourse. The research aims to examine the language of
the protagonist in the novels of Ibrahim al-Khalil by employing narrative analysis as a
methodological tool to explore the linguistic levels within his texts. The study concludes
that al-Khalil employs linguistic plurality in constructing the protagonists of his fictional
world, utilizing multiple linguistic registers that combine Standard Arabic and the Raqga
dialect, which he treats as a form of “forgotten eloquence.” This reflects a conscious desire
to revive local particularity within a modern artistic framework. It was also found that in
the early stages of his novelistic career, al-Khalil adopted a language characterized by
clarity, depth, and semantic conciseness. However, his narrative trajectory later shifted
toward a highly figurative and rhetorical style, rich in metaphor and simile, marking a
stylistic deviation from the simplicity that distinguished his early works, and consequently
influencing the nature of the protagonist’s discourse.
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