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Abstract

This study was conducted to analyze the diet of the Invasive rabbitfish Siganus
rivulatus in the coastal waters of Tartus city on the Syrian coast, and to determine the
relative importance of its dietary components according to seasonal variations. A total
of 198 fish were collected monthly over a full year (from April 2023 to March 2024).
Stomach contents were examined, food items were classified, and quantitative dietary
indices were calculated: Frequency of Occurrence (%Co), Numerical Abundance
(%Cn), Volumetric Index (%Cv), and the Index of Relative Importance (IRI). The
vacuity index (VI%) was 4.04%, indicating continuous feeding activity throughout the
year. The results showed that the diet is predominantly herbivorous, with substantial
seasonal variations. In winter, brown algae Sphacelaria spp. (IR1% = 20.2) and red
algae Polysiphonia spp. (21.6%) dominated the diet. The diet shifted towards green
algae Enteromorpha spp. (23.6%) and Ulva spp. (20.7%) during spring. The dominance
of green algae continued in summer, with the emergence of Cladophora spp. (21.0%)
and Enteromorpha spp. (%28.8). Red and brown algae regained dominance
(Polysiphonia spp. 26.2%, Sphacelaria spp. 16.9%) in autumn. This indicates that S.
rivulatus possesses high dietary flexibility and adapts to the seasonal abundance of
macroalgae, thereby enhancing its success in its inhabited environment.
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Siganus o ding adlall Syl e (Siganidae) asliwdl Aluad dlle 3
Siganus rivulatus gs) of Y) «(Woodland, 1983) solglls (saigl) cplamall & Ll
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Laseall) Bagll Cayny Lo (1869 ale lgalmd) e lacegiall (aan¥) ) Byé lasicly G gadl
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dais goill A1) Caadall 8 dliad <t dsmg (2004) Lsibea sl LS .%55.6 duasy Cauall
. Enteromorphaspp 5 .Ulva spp shadll Qllahll ciida Sus gypull dald) 3
Polysiphonia spp wiia iy au)ll (3 dlaie  yalia | Cladophora spp
BOL Jsadll 8 L0 alinS Sphacelaria spp. s

3 s Adjea o yeaiy V llend 51380 Uil 8 Lbeadl) ol ynll 3801 agdl) o

Clpaall dgalse (A ATigre sray A Al go AT sy dy (aad aslgis (A
Galil, sy (3 syaall &) Aai) o 0,8l Ludlull 43,08 s 3 ages 0353 1385 (At
Lald dliied) gl ey) aoliad Lulie el kil lule Lalad agdll 128 IS8 WS (2007
.(Badran, 2018) alsal 8 gl 13 ghind cpnal A Eaall Ljsall latll g
gsaasall 138 dneal a )l o (2021 copsaly mal) osar o gl AES al Al
die deS Clalae o @adie) Lpsadl sbiall 3 gsill 13 Ao cujal ) dald) )l
apaa¥) Jalee axaid ol g Y] (2004 ¢ sila) (R.E.S) il Jaledls (F.p%) LSl Joles
L alSie aaly elite b (paally canel) ¢ LS LS Ganles BB G peas 53 (IRT) L

:adlaaf g cuadl) diaaf 2

4 Siganus rivulatus 3Sed I3 2l e gilly SIS a3 ) Al o3 Caags
a5 cdabiadl) sl (385 213800 el pSd Lannal) daaal) Jalaty cushayla L daklal) sladl)
pladinly eghyl dnadd ablall bl & S, rivulatus ASawd A13al) oUsill dulged 4068 8)50m
e Sl il aal (2004) st alae b ae il d5jlke ((IRI) Gl LY ol
ol cpaiall PlA SR QS e

daaall @dylag Agall .3

ribial) aang dufyal) ddhia .1-3
Al gpall dalud) e (1: <) Gushayla dad lLall sball (g Lyed dllanl] clie caead
s> 2023 plo gl g (e ASen 198 Cinad A el sae il LIS L sl cdanssiall



2026 Jal 78 sl 1 alaall dhally L) aslall dludus Loalall ciladyally Esgand] i) Zala dlae

cGsed) Jalull Aalall das il e Auhll dahic adse (1) I8N sy 2024 Hle T e
Cad canad) Jlil Jlag (L) dladlly dalay) dld) Lalal Adalad) sall dlud cueadiol
LAl Cligine cudil ) Casatl) 4 %4 S aeall el Jslae (2:d<al) @l
sl (ggin lbla 8 Bles drala 3 (yhand) ) A0S 8 lanl] i ) il 5 chsanag])

Ll

354 356 358 36 36.2

(Surfer16 Guki o Ciljall 3 Oa Bigeal) L o3 ) Clial) o Aiaial  gon 2(1) JS2



Siganus rivulatus (Forsskal, 1775) (Siganidae) jlall ( Loyl Lusall) (Saudl ol 3l aUaill dudys [ slal) o Loa ¢ pual
(eshosle L) Lpsudl duadl slaal) (b Adeadl) ol Ui

Siganus rivulatus gsi) 8 a :(2) J<i
Aaiisl) g AdSal clwlidl) .2-3
S C3slly cams 0.1 A (TL) U ol sl g gumpe llaudl ) cilulal) s
coind) eail) Alsje Gl LS uind) paaty ellendl) a2 .06 JSE 0.01 B (TW)
O B2l (ssina O3g Ol &g ¢Ae sl e giligine it il A Ailian g Lgiygs Baeall Jie &
(3) JSal gl o G

claral) 0 dles 2(3) Jsad)

Banall ciliging Jylat .3-3

st (sia A ) A0l Ul Caaaly 58 A3 LBaa e Baee JS ligine Cuand
(o 0.1 dalun)dids dsjie il 3 AalY) Ainlas (5<a S pas iy (G ol £3) OSas

_26_



2026 a1 78 sl 1 abaall dhudly ducl) 3l ahell bl Laalall byl Eygmall il pil) Laals Al

G oSl (e pladiuls (8) aballs 4iygy colamill AL aial ol o2l de (o) _abball
(¢ 0.001 duln)

bl Jalaty 4k cdaled) clua .4-3

e OsSe JST AN Gl COlelaall Casea

100 X (fuassiall Glaxal) 32 Jaa] [ il csaall 232) 1(VI%) sanall $ Jalas -
(Hureau , 1970)

baall Glaall 22 [/ Ol e cigal Al @ladl 2xe) (Co%) LSl Jalaa
(Hureau , 1970) .100% (diasaid

lial U s Jlea) [ OsSall eBal) 5l abiY) aae) :(Cn%) dawedll Loaal) sl -
(Hureau , 1970) .100 x (4512s)

Rosecchi ) .100 X (saall cliginad S axal) | Gl ana) :(Cv%) el Jdaladll -
(& Nouaze , 1987

Adlee 385 (IRT) Auesil] ZatY) Jalao s 23 ADEN E Lalaal) 038 aladiul,
: (Pinkas et al.,1971)
IRI = (%Cn + %Cv) %Co
a Eyane O Augie S AR Sl 5 0s€e (S Aaalise o puedl) 2 (A3l agastls
Lalall R dad davd 3350 (e Cuavs -%IRT 2 Ll Says canlsll Jaill 8 cilisSall aaend TRI
100 < GJL'J\ Cua & adll eliy &;A Gl el @AAJ IRI goana e

&l o8 A (CAua (&) celid 1 Jgund S\A_DT i d)yal) Byid Cracd cdabadll cl yiaall Jalal
Glluall cupal 5 iliadl) 2 O ledl Cudy cdead JS 3 3 anead B} il
-Microsoft Excel gl alasiul

el 4

1% VI sarall 14 Jalaa .14

18 alre At cazlig (A )l saen 85 Ailias s2ea 190 ilS (lguand & 522a 198 dual (1
el e e Tty laiige Lalie Ualds (oKay Las «%4.04 2dlea) (% V) 5204l
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Ol e Bga Gy S Ulva spp. @idsl ey cdaliinal e cilesial) il ddgadd) duge¥)
shaall Clladall Lol Loyl dliiy CaiS J<a dejyiiall gt Cladophora spp. <jsis cdasla
< ¢l ghaud Lgld Adis (0 Be<allg g9 2l a2 A8 Wghagads <jaaid Polysiphonia spp.
Jangl L aliiie U0 deyiially bued Suend) hagds Sphacelaria spp. Al Qlladall Craad) cpa
gl Baa e Ane A3k L cils ) Bptieally duslianl) WISEE cilasiball 3ga Laad
b3a (maal ARda) Luadinll JICEY) (4) AN 8 dijgadll jseall miagis LARES Do) Ciliung
Cladophora sy Enteromorpha spp. llakg Ulva spp. llak jedan ua cclio<all
LaslY) 20030 el Gl 23 cdgleadl) gty lisSall o3g) Luwall ZieaY) avitly spp.
leie i) &5 ((%CV anall dalaall 5 %CN Ayl Loaaall 5330 %CO S Jalea) 2D
o8y Joaall (aym duad IS 4 1 (5€e X %IRI duedl) aiaidy IR duail) duaal) Jalas
Aol Jyemd 8 Gaet)ll 25030 Gl auend BIRI 5 IRI a8s cdanl) 223131 cladll (1)
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(A) Ulva spp- , (B) Enteromorpha spp. ; (C) Cladophora spp.
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21.6 2618.9 13.91 14.22 93.1 Polysiphonia spp- BeRA
20.2 2448.1 14.52 14.18 85.3 Sphacelaria spp.

6.5 785.4 4.61 4.83 83.2 Enteromorpha spp.

5.3 646.3 4.01 4.12 79.5 Ulva spp.

11.8 1430.2 7.95 8.23 88.4 Cladophora spp.

16.0 1944.7 14.88 13.51 68.5 Diatoms

13.0 1581.4 8.03 8.24 97.2 Plant parts

5.7 693.3 5.93 5.11 62.8 Sand

13.1 1265.8 7.22 7.55 85.7 Polysiphonia spp.- &)
3.9 373.2 4.02 4.31 44.8 Sphacelaria spp.

23.6 2280.8 12.68 12.89 89.2 Enteromorpha spp.

20.7 1999.0 11.33 11.62 87.1 Ulva spp-

11.7 1126.5 7.71 7.87 72.3 Cladophora spp.

2.1 200.4 5.68 5.21 18.4 Diatoms

22.5 2173.2 10.98 11.15 98.2 Plant parts

2.4 229.1 3.61 3.44 32.5 Sand

4.7 314.7 3.12 3.41 48.2 Polysiphonia spp- inall
1.3 87.1 1.98 2.11 21.3 Sphacelaria spp.

28.8 1938.5 10.55 10.87 90.5 Enteromorpha spp.

17.7 1190.1 7.12 7.34 82.3 Ulva spp.

21.0 1415.9 9.01 9.12 78.1 Cladophora spp.

1.8 119.9 4.01 3.88 15.2 Diatoms

22.1 1489.2 7.72 7.89 95.4 Plant parts

2.5 170.2 3.05 2.88 28.7 Sand
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26.2 2587.7 13.62 13.85 904.2 Polysiphonia spp.
16.9 1664.2 10.05 10.22 82.1 Sphacelaria spp.
6.4 629.6 4.01 4.22 76.5 Enteromorpha spp.
5.6 554.3 3.77 3.95 71.8 Ulva spp.

6.5 640.8 4.52 4.78 68.9 Cladophora spp.
12.2 1208.7 9.82 9.55 62.4 Diatoms
18.8 1851.8 9.45 9.68 96.8 Plant parts
7.4 731.7 6.43 6.12 58.3 Sand

On e digestl Juad JS 8 813 lipSal) aaY i %IRI a8 (2) o) Jsaad) sadly

J suadl

Siganus  ASaud dai)) 20151 Ul (%IRI) Aol diaal) Jalaa aid :(2) a8 Jgaall
~oushh Jal sl A did) J guad (389 rivulatus

“';j;i‘ | “‘;:121 C;ZJISI;I % IRI-Lal RERTIRRN]
26.2 4.7 13.1 21.6 .Polysiphonia spp
16.9 1.3 3.9 20.2 .Sphacelaria spp
6.4 28.8 23.6 6.5 .Enteromorpha spp
5.6 17.7 20.7 5.3 .Ulva spp

6.5 21.0 11.7 11.8 .Cladophora spp
18.8 22.1 22.5 13.0 (Plant parts) dsls Lla
12.2 1.8 2.1 16.0 (Diatoms) <lagibal)
7.4 2.5 2.4 5.7 (Sand) Ja)l

b Lo olidl Juab b Baad (2) o8 Jssall e
Qb 5 ¢(%21.6) Polysiphonia spp s)al) Qlladall dalladl) sabucdly () alaill i
e %41.8 e W {re Olaiall lda <& Eus ¢ Sphacelaria spp (IR1% = 20.2) dd)
L) s el 25 ((%16.0) lasiball Gl duaal) 8 € gl Jangl LS L%IRI les)
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Jilaall 4 .dall Y1 oyl sl (%20.7) Ulva s (%23.6) Enteromorpha spp
IS legibal) dueal cumids) 5 ¢ %3.9 ) Sphacelaria spp Al Cllahall dual cumiss
(%22.5) pga S22 93 al & dslall Ll ey (%2.1 ) als

iall Juab b

\:a_g.u.u dad Lgst Enteromorpha spp <jiad Cua elpadll Qllabll sabue )il
ehall Qllaball s Slialg . Ulva spp(%17.7) s Cladophora spp(%21.0) gt ((%28.8)
Sle %1.8, %1.3, %4.7) il 128 5 Lgiadl Lgibsices ol alal lpcalaas) cilegibally dglly

(s
Al b

Aol LWad) Wl ((%26.2) Polysiphonia spp = i Hlaall Bail ol peal) Qlladall cule
daa S gl faase Bagd LS (%16.9) Sphacelaria spp 4adl skl (%18.8)
pally )l lads 43)laa (%7.4) dal L b B3y (%12.2) clegilal
5ol (3 13.0% on cagly) ) dlsh Aylie sy A5kl YR olay Lea) <) gy
Sl (ol A1 0sa s Bule dlge Hae G Ll ) s Lee (gl B 22.5%
Laaty (Jaad sty ise s s B Gus oS rivilatus e (awmiial el (Sl
Seaall Sl cpsall Vaa Ll il 4xip 8 andy Ladals SE Llind A Laiy cAugh olid 4y
¢ piall (998 ASulaiall Anbill elaY) a5 jednall 8 ddlaiad) llakll i€ e i) el
el sk~ e 138 jraeS Aba) Wl e saliin) e i Lae

A8 .5
et Al dibia A Siganus rivulatus ASe o =l JSh Auhall sda mA & el
G5 Aail) oda . Jgeadl) Caletl e Lyage Tiwn A8 Lgallas Ly G cAdle B0136 Ligyy
padi Winlyy oK1 ¢(Bariche, 2006) bwgiall Gyé (e ) 3hlie & gl [EEWPTIP Y
Lahy Alae TRT delas alatiuls Gyead) Jalad) e cufyanl) odgl 428y 4uaS 5y5em 80 Jss
Youi ST TS Dlidas anill 13 o3k ¢ (F.p%) LSl dalas e ciadie) Al (2004) silia
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dpamgal) 83l e opfind) IS (3Hg . anally 2aadly S G sy 63 IRT dalea pladial,
D dyaga i AN e CadSs Akl o s calladall dalal)

osba Auln (B (Enteromorpha spp. 5 Ulva spp. )shwadll skl s Yl
Auhal) B Al el Crcaddsl Loy «(F.p% %50 <) gl & dlaic yualiaS (2004)
-(%44.3)

sl yeainS lgaiaat L)lae (%16.0) shs S AUl 8 cilegbal) Lealas cundi) 1Lals
(%50-10) ke

Al s b (%22.5-13.0) el Auhpll & el e 0SS Anlall Wl cyels s
Asladl & o Qlladall B35 & Al cigad )l il o3 i . Jies 5SS silea Ll
855l Jalsally Lehasyl Alsticns Ay olad)a oS Las cpialal) (aakell DS ggill 3l

Juad A Polysiphonia spp eheall llablly Sphacelaria spp 4l Qllahall salus o)
Cpeindl (pda Jgang (Al (2004 ¢ ysla) 5 (1993) Lundberg & Lipkin il ae (385 oLl
O Baladl 038 st (Sag (e} daladl 5 Gilacddl) Jaludl o 203 5andll ciligine A 8)is
S Aea) ) ol 8 o sl jedY) Pl Ll Al b sy ST 058 el o
osd ALY gl WL sall Aaye ehyadll llabll ig mliadl vie Bgise S
D3k Uatiye TS lumje LoDy ey 85 (Alaadlally yaa 568 (%16.0) bl b clogilual)
s W Lol haae Jia 8 4l ) s Gllal) 4 (S8 cJumdl) 138 (8 Al (3115l

LSl ) A (Ulva spps Enteromorpha spp) ehwadll Clladall g mialgll Joanll Siay
ool g L)) Balys Bl day g lin)) pad asiall yadl) b sl adind) £l il
Jalie maaly Apduall Aablall Ghiid) & € <8 sall daje shpadd) (el oda 5803
Ao Lo ga ol Gl sag cJeadll 138 8 gl Ilacdl) oty Lo 1305 2 2se ) lansd 8l
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