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Marginal Discourse and Argumentation Mechanisms: A Rhetorical
Analysis of Examples of Social Poetry in the Abbasid Era

Dr. Huda Mohammad Qazza*1

I Assistant Professor of Rhetoric, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,
Hashemite University, Jordan

Abstract

This research analyzes examples of social critique poetry in the Abbasid era,
considering it an argumentative tool employed by marginalized groups on both social and
economic levels to confront the dominant authoritarian discourse, address the injustices they
face in social considerations, and challenge prevailing and stereotypical views about them.

It utilizes rhetorical analysis tools and applies them to these examples to reveal the
discursive strategies used to represent meanings, such as: the sensory embodiment of poverty,
deconstructive satire, collective argumentation, and the undermining of the symbolic
legitimacy of those in positions of power. He concluded that this poetry represents an
advanced form of argumentative expression, embodying the rhetoric of the marginalized,
thus underscoring its necessity and importance in documenting a distinct identity for the
marginalized and building their collective consciousness, even though its direct
transformative power remained constrained by the limitations imposed by the social order of
the Abbasid era.

Keywords: Rhetoric of the marginalized, Abbasid poetry, social criticism, discourse of the
periphery.
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